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Heavy metal pollution in water, soils and eventually in food crops is a great environmental concern. We,
possibly, first time explored the heavy metal infiltration from municipal solid waste (MSW) into the water
resources and agricultural soil. Thirunallar temple town (TTT) in Pondicherry, South India is one of the several
largest Hindu faith religious places. Annual attendance of devotees at Thirunallar temple town has crossed 5
million in the year 2018, a 50% increase from the year 2013. This throughout the year affair is responsible
for the generation of tonnes of solid waste and with no proper mechanism and regulations at a place; these
religious rituals may become a great threat to the environment. Further unregulated and unscientific MSW
handling practices has enormously impacted the water and soil quality in and around Thirunallar temple town.
It was found that unorganized and mass scale religious rituals are directly responsible for water and soil
pollution. Cu was found beyond recommended limits in both soil and water samples.
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