r

ISSN 2250-
2 . 2084
ashmir Journal of Legal Studies

. Vol. IX, No. 2, Nov. 2022
Violence and Legal Process:

gxploring and Narratives of Kashmiri
Women

Dr Urba Malik®

Abstract

The paper %’xplm’v.s .thc debate of agency and victimhood of women in Kashmir
Valley. th.hslmlnimg the decline in their socio-economic conditions, women
express their resistance and protest, mobilize their agency to demonstrate that
they are not passive victins of violence. The debate is being explored by
focusing on narratives of Kashmiri women to analyze the dynamics of
gendered sexual violence. The paper then investigates the role played by the
legal process while understanding the agency victimhood debate. The domain
of social sciences entangled with law and its functioning vis-a-vis gendered
sexual violence has been focused and analyzed in this section. Although the
rationale dynamics between what is spoken, what is heard, what is witnessed,
what is unspeakable or unspoken is complex, but the truth of violence can be
understood between the lines of women’s narratives. The paper attempts to
understand the female body not only through the prism of moral and cultural
rules (symbols of tradition and family honou-r)_but also from a 338“". aspect.
The paper therefore argues how patriarchal violence operating against the
women does not remain conﬁned to the p;-fm{e domesnc-space lmf,'-zer nmoves
beyond its confines into the public space. In this way patriarcly inadvertently

becomes an ally of the legal processes.
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