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Abstract

Background: Tumor cell-monocyte interactions play crucial roles in shaping up the pro-
tumorigenic phenotype and functional output of tumor-associated macrophages. Within
the tumor microenvironment, such heterotypic cell-cell interactions are known to occur
via secretory proteins. Secretory proteins establish a diabolic liaison between tumor cells
and monocytes, leading to their recruitment, subsequent polarization and consequent
tumor progression.



