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Abstract

The Indian government on 5 August, 2019, unilaterally removed Article 370 of its
constitution that provided autonomous status to the disputed region of Jammu and
Kashmir. In order to pre-empt any backlash, the authorities put the entire region under
strict lockdown and imposed a complete communication blackout including suspension of
internet, mobile, and landline phone services. The Indian media vociferously covered the
issue of higher “national interest” with no counter-narrative from local news media in the
region. Using Van Djik’s socio-cognitive model, the study conducted comparative critical
discourse analysis of the headlines from two major Indian online news publications; the
English daily The Times of India and the Hindi daily Dainik Jagran to identify the discursive
strategies adopted by these newspapers after the revocation of the Article 370. The study
aimed to understand how Indian newspapers were shaping the discourse when the Indian
government imposed communication restrictions and lockdown in the region. Through
CDA, the study located the discursive strategies in the headlines and the ideological
standpoints they reflected while covering the Article 370 controversy. The CDA found
that the headline discourse in both the news publications was characterized by aggressive
nationalistic assertion reinforcing domestic legitimacy for the government’s decision. The
analysis further showed substantial evidence for the cultural distances between the
English and Hindi language news discourse. Unlike English headlines, the Hindi headlines
contained explicit linguistic subjectivities and were overtly hyperbolic in recognizing and
blending itself with the nationalist assertion and socio-political expression around the
abrogation of Article 370.
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