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1. INTREDDUCTHN

hotls Bghtwelght and strong. Thely mechamical
properties  are  enhanced by precipitation

MMCs hawe heen investigated recently as viakds
cngineering materfals [1]. 1o MMCS, moliipe
dislincl phases [one being @ metallic phise)
coeyist and are evealy dispersed by glve soms
critheal qualities that can't ke matched by any of
the ladividual phaces |2, 3], MMOS are wed I8
devices soch e electroslos, toys, military
equlpaent, automebiles, aerospace s Allls the
mosl common matrix for MMCs. Al alloys ane

strengthening and solid solution strengihening.
Al matric composites [AMC] were stodied
effiectively as carly as the 19205, and are now
used extemsively [4]. A1 MMO provides am
outstanding critical lcation or combination of
arades which Is unmatched by any other
traditional  substasce. Al MMOs  have
traditionally been appreciated aed employed in
a wide range of struciural, aon-structural, &



