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INTRODUCTION

The state of Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) is a fasampatjeographic region including unique blend
natural and cultural characteristics. The stateptsed of three regions - the Jammu division, tlade\of Kashmir
and Ladakh. Though by area Kashmir is the smallestince (15.73%) but in terms of population, ithe largest
(54.93%). Hindus and Sikhs are prevalent in Jarmegion with Muslims as a minority, on the other haddislims
are predominant in Kashmir valley with Hindus & Bskas a minority and Buddhists in Ladakh-Baltistgion.

At the time of transfer of power from British todia, there were 562 princely states in India anerev
prince was given three options; join Indian Unigmin the Dominion of Pakistan or remain independé&mst of
the states had signed the Instrument of Accessidord 15 August, 1947 and joined the Indian Unieadl by
Congress, except Hyderabad which was ruled by diMudawab, Junagadh in Western India, a Hindu nitgjo
state ruled by a Muslim ruler who wished to joirkiBen dominion, and Jammu and Kashmir a Muslimadvigj
state ruled by a Hindu king. In the end, Junagadh added to Indian union when New Delhi held aiptife in
the state, which Pakistan never accepted, Hyderalaadbrought under control by India using armeddesr and
Jammu and Kashmir became victim of a military dispolitically and diplomatically which still comties(Lamb,
1991).

Kashmir has been an acknowledged conflict areangeelnder continuous violence for the past thr,
decades. It is more in focus regarding militandyil cinrest, human rights violations that make #dorang subject
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