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India’s Ascendancy As A Space Power And Fragmentation Of
Outer Space Law: Challenges And Opportunities
Athar ud Din*
1. Introduction

the Chandrayaan 3 miss India has become fourth
hed the Moon and is the first ¢ y to make a landing on
South pole of the Moon nereasing space prowess of India was neve

instance, in 2017, 1aSRO achieved a remarkable feat when it launched more than 100 satellites

from a single rocket °. India has also launched planetary mission, i.¢., the Mars Orbi
Mission, also known as the Mangalyaan. India also displayed its military capability in outer
space with the successful test ¢ SAT system in 2019 °. By successfully landing on the
Moon's sol India has cemented its place as an impc space-faring nation. The fact
that it has achieved this feat as part of the Global South makes it even more commendable. In
his speech made just after the landing of the Vikram Lander, the Prime Minister also stated that

he hopes that other cous , specifically from the Global South, carry out similar fe:

India's heritage] as an important member of the Global South means that its
plishments in space technology are entwined with tremendous responsibilities in §

politics and law. As a significant space power, of particul:

in shap: L erging contours of international space kaw

This paper argues that India at present enjoys a unique position. On the one hand, it has
joined the elite club ¢
time, it has a Jong history of championing the cause of the Global South. Moreover, India's

relationship with the United Stat g power and the architect of the
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