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This book is a great source of information about the events that occurved in 21st
century Iran, which changed history as well as beliefs about the role of Islam in
political affairs.
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The Iranian Revolution is of great significance in the context of the contemporary Islamic
Resurgence. The author highlights the 1979 Revolution in the historical context of Shia and
Sunni ideas of life. The book consists of six chapters and a rich list of references for further
study about the Revolution.

Many great books have been written on the topic under reflection: the main focus of this
contribution is the return of Ayatollah Khomeini after 15 years of exile on Febmary 2, 1979.
From this date the monarchial pattern of government seems to have vanished now forever. The
revolution began with the nationalization of oil by Muhammad Mossadig, whose government

was toppled by a military coup backed by the CIA.

Under the subtitle “A New Religion in an Ancient Land.” January provides a background of the
history of religion in Iran from 6000 BCE to the Arab conquest. and finally the Shia mle
through the Revolution in 1979 AD. In this context. the author discusses the emergence of Shia
thought as a fragment of the Muslim Ummah and connects it with the event of Karbala and
revenge of Hadrath Ali ( Muhammad’s (SAW) cousin and son in law) which is a complete
deviation from historical facts. The author examines the constitutional revolution of 1905-1911
then turns a brief biography of Ayatollah Khomeini, followed by the thoughts of Imams and
Avatollahs.

Jamuary attempts to explain the unfortunate consequences of Reza Shah’s Reforms on the
Iranian religious life. Khomeini had exposed all of this in his work “Secrets Exposed” in 1942
and declared them peison for Iranian life. After WWII, Reza Shah had been forced to abdicate
lus rule in favour of his heir apparent Muhammad Reza Shah, which clearly indicates that Iran
was under foreign control as a kind of punishment for Reza Shah’s support of Germany. But
public outrage increased as the public demanded their support for nationalization of resources
be represented in the government, In 1951, under the premiership of Muhammad Mossadig,
Iran’s Oil Company (AIOC) was nationalized and the Shah was forced to flee the country.
Blaming Russia for the nationalization move. The Shah bowed to U.S. for help and President
Eisenhower directed the CLA to bring Muhammad Reza Shah back to power and position
General Fezlollah Zahidi as a powerless prime minister. a sign of U.S. interference in Iranian

affairs.

The second chapter entitled “The Cauldron Boils™ discusses many political issues starting with
Khomeini’s book The Explanation of Problems related to state. Earlier clergy had ceased any
direct involvement in politics, viewing it as corrupt. Khomeini’s book explains the need to run
Iran through Tslamic law as a modern Shia state, Mossadiq’s overthrow, the role of SAVAK
{Iran’s organization of National Intelligence and Security), US security services and the
granting of full amnesty to U. 5. citizens in Iran provided ground for the clergy 1o topple the
government.
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